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York, last Friday: We’ve hauled in thou-
sands—that means captured—[laughter]—
and another couple of thousand weren’t quite
as lucky. We’re making progress. Sometimes
it’s not quite as dramatic as, you know, the
newscasters would like, because—they
learned their lesson, by the way. They under-
stand if they bunch up, if they get together,
our military is going to find them. And it’s
not going to be a pleasant day when our mili-
tary does find them, because we’re good. I’m
really proud of the United States military and
those who serve.

And I’m proud of you all too. That’s really
what I’m here to tell you. I’m proud of you.
We’re depending on you to develop the tools
we need to lift the dark threat of terrorism
for our Nation and, for that matter, the
world. All of us here today, whether we’re
scientists or engineers or elected officials,
share in a great calling. It’s an honor to par-
ticipate in a noble cause that’s larger than
ourselves.

Audience member. God bless America.
The President. It’s an honor to defend

this Nation. It’s a high honor to be called
into action and to defend our Nation when
it’s threatened, and that’s what you’re doing.
It’s an honor to help protect the American
people against the forces of evil.

History has called each of us to defend
America. That’s what’s happened. History
has called us into action in a time of great
peril. The struggles against nazism and com-
munism helped to define the 20th century.
The war on terror will be the defining con-
flict of the 21st century. It’s our solemn duty.
It’s our responsibility, and it’s our great privi-
lege to help America prevail in this war. And
prevail we will.

May God bless you all. May God bless your
work, and may God bless America. Thank
you very much. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. in a
courtyard behind the Advanced Photon Source
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Hermann
A. Grunder, director, Argonne National Labora-
tory.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Continued Operations
of United States Forces in Bosnia and
Herzegovina

July 22, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of January

21, 2002, I provided information on the de-
ployment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed
Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina and other
states in the region in order to participate
in and support the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO)-led Stabilization Force
(SFOR). The SFOR began its mission and
assumed authority from the NATO-led Im-
plementation Force on December 20, 1996.
I am providing this supplemental report, pre-
pared by my Administration and consistent
with the War Powers Resolution (Public Law
93–148), to help ensure that the Congress
is kept fully informed on continued U.S. con-
tributions in support of peacekeeping efforts
in the former Yugoslavia.

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to continue SFOR for a pe-
riod of 12 months in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1423 of July 12, 2002. The mis-
sion of SFOR is to provide a focused military
presence in order to deter hostilities, stabilize
and consolidate the peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, contribute to a secure environ-
ment, and provide, within its means and ca-
pabilities, selective support to key areas and
key civil implementation organizations.

Initially, the United States vetoed the U.N.
Security Council Resolution authorizing
Member States to continue SFOR for a pe-
riod of 12 months because it did not provide
protection for U.S. forces participating in
SFOR from the purported jurisdiction of the
International Criminal Court (ICC). In U.N.
Security Council Resolution 1422, the Secu-
rity Council requested that the ICC not com-
mence any investigation or prosecution in
any case arising from acts or omissions relat-
ing to a U.N. established or authorized oper-
ation that involve current or former officials
or personnel from a contributing state not
a Party to the Rome Statute for a period of
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12 months starting July 1, 2002; this resolu-
tion has the effect of prohibiting the ICC
from commencing any investigation or pros-
ecution of U.S. forces in SFOR for a period
of 1 year. The Security Council further de-
clared its intention to renew this resolution
on an annual basis. In light of these protec-
tions for U.S. forces and personnel, the
United States voted in favor of U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1423.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately
2,400 personnel. United States personnel
comprise just under 15 percent of the total
SFOR force of approximately 15,800 per-
sonnel. During the first half of 2002, 18
NATO nations and 17 others, including Rus-
sia, provided military personnel or other sup-
port to SFOR. Most U.S. forces in Bosnia
and Herzegovina are assigned to Multi-
national Division, North, headquartered in
the city of Tuzla. Additionally, U.S. military
personnel are deployed to other countries in
the region in support of SFOR. These de-
ployments include approximately 60 U.S.
military personnel deployed to Hungary and
Croatia to provide logistical and other sup-
port. The U.S. forces continue to support
SFOR efforts to apprehend persons indicted
for war crimes. In the last 6 months, U.S.
forces have not sustained any combat-related
fatalities.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant
to my constitutional authority to conduct
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in
Chief and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed
about developments in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and other states in the region.
I will continue to consult closely with the
Congress regarding our efforts to foster
peace and stability in the former Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Sierra Leone and Liberia
July 22, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing herewith a 6-month
periodic report prepared by my Administra-
tion on the national emergency with respect
to Sierra Leone and Liberia that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13194 of January
18, 2001, and expanded in scope in Executive
Order 13213 of May 22, 2001.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 22, 2002.

Remarks on the Adoption Public
Service Announcement Campaign
July 23, 2002

The President. Thank you, Laura. Laura
loves children a lot, and I’m really proud to
call her wife. And she’s doing a fine job as
our First Lady, and I’m proud of the job she’s
doing.

Here’s what I love about adoption: It re-
veals the good heart of America. That’s what
adoption does. Extending the welcome of
family to a vulnerable child is a great commit-
ment, but it’s an extraordinary act of love.
Adoptive families and foster families deserve
our Nation’s thanks and our Nation’s recogni-
tion. So, thanks.

Every year, American families adopt tens
of thousands of children. Many of these chil-
dren come from America’s foster care sys-
tem. Yet, there are many more in that system
whose deepest desire is to become a member
of a family. Today I’m proud to announce
some steps that will make adoption easier
and a more common part of our life in Amer-
ica.

But first, I want to thank Laura, and I want
to thank Congresswoman Anne Northup, an
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